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709 West 14th St.

Austin, TX 78701
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Dear Dr. Weddington,

As the attorney who argued Roe v Wad before the U.S. Supreme Court and prevailed to defend the Constitutional right of women to be mothers by choice, I want to bring to your attention, a "Petition to the Congress For a Redress of Grievances", presented to our elected Congressman by the Social Justice Council, First Unitarian Church, Ithaca, New York. This Petition with other documents are attached and a fuller story of our efforts can be found at our website:

http://unitarian.ithaca.ny.us/socialJusticeCouncil.html#petition.

In brief, we have Petitioned the Congress to nullify the "Unborn Victims of Violence Act 2004" (H.R. 1997), as this Congressional action violates the religious faith believes and principles of Unitarian Universalism and other religious faiths for the reasons summarized in our Petition, namely, violation of the 1st, 4th, 13th and 14th Amendments.

We believe that the Constitutional rights of women to be mothers by choice are more firmly rooted in these Constitutional Amendments than the right of privacy that you so successfully argued. We oppose the legislation of any theology of fetal personhood, as does the American Jewish Congress, which H.R. 1997 violates.

We believe that the abortion argument must be reframed to reflect the reality that abortion denied is a sentence to compulsory motherhood that is expressly prohibited by the 1st, 4th and 13th Amendments, the latter prohibiting "involuntary servitude" (to sectarian religious dogma) "within the United States". Our arguments should emphasize that "free choice" is for the freedom of motherhood and not compulsory motherhood, where alleged "embryonic-fetal" rights are wrongfully claimed in the name of theological and religious doctrine, which are placed in wrongful conflict with maternal rights and forced upon all Americans by civil legislation.

We are hopeful that as the architect of victory in Roe v Wade, you and The Weddington Center, can be the force to change the abortion debate that would secure Roe v Wade on stronger Constitutional grounds and that would secure the religious right of women to be mothers by choice.

You may recall the full -page ad in The New York Times of February 28, 1989 placed by the American Jewish Congress titled "Abortion and the Sacredness of Life" that stated: "Did you know that abortion can be a religious requirement? Not just permitted, but required?", attached.

Perhaps the AJC Declaration and our Petition to the Congress can serve as material for another full-page ad in The Washington Post and New York Times to greet the return of the Congressmen to the Congress from their summer recess, which would remind them of their violations of the U.S. Constitution and their oath of office to defend the U.S. Constitution, particularly, the First Amendment.

I have attached a NYT essay "In the Name of Politics" by the Rev John C. Danforth and a book review of the Rev Robert F. Drinan's "Can God and Caesar Coexist?", which provides supportive commentary to our common cause. The conviction and sentencing to life imprisonment of a teen for "fetal murder" gives great cause for the dangers that face us and the need for immediate action.
Any assistance that you can provide us in communicating this message to the Congress would be gratefully appreciated and, in particular by the future mothers of America.

Sincerely,

James W. Prescott, Ph.D.

Chair, Task Force on Women's Reproductive Rights (2003-2004)

Social Justice Council

The First Unitarian Church, Ithaca, New York.

Cc: 
Martha Ferger
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