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The 1968 Conference of the National Institute of 
Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) on 
Perspectives On Human Deprivation: Biological, 
Psychological, and Sociological that established the 
mission of the NICHD on the effects of maternal-
social deprivation (mother-infant separation) upon 
infants, children and society. 
 

Additional Commentary 
 
"It was in response both to its mandate and to the 
compelling nature of the problems of our times that 
the National Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development undertook a broad-based assessment 
of psychosocial deprivation, in order to ascertain the 
state-of-the-art, to identify gaps in knowledge and 
understanding, and to determine the implications of 
the findings for research policy and for social action 
programs… 

 
"As a result of their reviews, the authors of the four chapters are unanimous in urging that high priority 
and massive support be given to expansion of research in psychosocial deprivation. They stress the 
necessity for achieving more thorough understanding of the intricate interrelationships of biomedical and 
social problems in order that national social action programs can be effective and relevant to the 
populations concerned". From Preface. 
 
Gerald D. Laveck, M.D. Director, NIHCD.1968 
 
 
"The possibility of identifying specific neural structures in the specification of a biological predisposition to 
violent-aggressive  behavior and impaired socialization, as a consequence of lack of early sensory-
social experience, remains to be validated by further research and suggests another exciting frontier in 
the behavioral biological sciences which has long range and substantive implications for human 
development and society." (jwp-Chapter IV,p.256). 
 
 
Public Law 87-838, Sec 441 established the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 
(NICHD) with a specific mandate to support "research and training in the special health problems and 
requirements of mothers and children". Oct 17, 1962 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 





 
 
 
One of two Republican lawmakers who attended the meeting, 
Representative Chris Cannon of Utah, said in an interview afterward 
that he had pressed Mr. Fielding on whether he "understood that a lie 
would be prosecutable," even if the interview was not conducted 
under oath. "He said, 'Yes, we understand that,' " Mr. Cannon said. 
Lying to Congress can be a crime even if the false statements are not 
made under oath. 
 
(Stolberg, NYT 3.21.07 "Bush Clashes With Congress”). 
 
 
 
"The NICHD clearly lied to the Congress in this letter and committed a 
crime in the process. The NICHD merits prosecution by the Congress for its 
lies to the Congress about its programs of support on child abuse and 
neglect and the wrongful termination of Dr. Prescott reversed."  (jwp) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 


